"Statistics, knowledge, policy: An OECD world forum to strengthen the nexus between statistics and policy making"
The availability of comprehensive, high quality, shared, accessible information about how a society is performing is crucial to ensure that decision-making is simultaneously responsive and responsible. But, in an age of unprecedented information flow, the common understanding necessary for informed public discourse is often inadequate. Moreover, while policy-makers are increasingly using detailed data sets to inform their decision making, it is still too often the case that decisions are not evidence-based, or, when they are, the statistical evidence that underpins them is misunderstood. The OECD World Forum on Statistics, Knowledge and Policy is a co-ordinated world wide attempt to study and improve the nexus between statistics and policy-making.

The project has a broad base. For the time being we are paying particular attention to statistical indicators - in particular indicators for measuring the progress of societies, and the more detailed indicators used by policy-makers. The OECD has a rich and varied set of experiences in developing statistical indicators. It also has unique access to the experiences of OECD member countries and their views. We plan to pay attention to three key aspects of indicator-work.
•
Development of indicator sets: how have indicator sets been developed around the world? What technical and political challenges were faced and how were they overcome? 

•
Dissemination of indicators to the public and to policy makers: how can ICT be exploited to ensure that indicator sets reach - and have an impact on - the chosen audience? 

•
Decisions: Evaluation of how indicators used by policy-makers, civil society, and the general public in their decision-making. 

In November 2004 the OECD held the first World Forum on Statistics, Knowledge and Policy. It focused on Key Indicators. The main goal of the Forum, held in Palermo (Italy) was to support capacity building for all sectors of government, and society in general, in pursuit of better information to guide decision making, especially at the political level. A second World Forum conference will be held in mid 2007. This presentation will describe some of the work already underway within the OECD and around the world that will flow into the World Forum project, as well as set out how conference participants can get involved. 

