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The growing emphasis on transparency and accountability in government at sub-national, national and supra-national levels has led to an increase in the emphasis in public discourse on what is now referred to as “evidence-based policy making”.  In effect, policy decisions in the economic, social and environmental domains are expected to be underpinned by reliable research evidence.  In many instances, the type of evidence in question involves good economic, social and environmental data and sound statistical analysis.   

To bridge the gap between rhetoric and reality (“what is said and what is done”) at European and national levels, official statistics need to develop to keep pace with the more complex structures of modern economies and societies.  Furthermore, more sophisticated analysis of these statistics is required to test the various hypotheses relevant to a particular course of action.  

This presentation will identify some key areas where Irish research is needed for social and economic policy purposes.  It will examine how official statistics need to develop to meet these needs, in the context of the overall development of European Official Statistics.  It will then examine what might be required of researchers in Ireland to help bridge the rhetoric/reality gap noted above.    

